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The 

Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ!

I’m not entirely sure where the phrase, “Dog Days of Summer,” came from, but I 
can tell you that our dogs are not appreciative enough of the late summer heat to claim 
any title to it. In fact, they spend their days dividing their attention between barking at 
the slightest movement of a blowing leaf and avoiding the heat at all cost. The heat 
demands much of their energy to manage, given that their only means of cooling is to 
pant and sweat from paw and nose. That’s not a lot to work with, given my experience of 
South Arkansas heat, if you ask me.
     I look at these mongrels of mine, much as I love them, and think of the larger 
circumstances that surround them. The climate is far beyond their capacity to manage, 
and is in fact far beyond their capacity to perceive. They work each day to manage 
forces so much larger than themselves that, should they become aware, they would 
surely overwhelm their desire to face the daily challenge. They are not particularly 
aware, though, and instead of shying away, enthusiastically run out into the backyard 
each day with excitement for the opportunity to play and then cool as best they can until 
we let them back into the air conditioned cocoon of our home. 

Our human lives are surrounded by similarly immense forces. Not only does climate 
press upon us, but the social, political, cultural, historical, and theological forces of the 
particular human community press upon us in currents that we can scarcely imagine. In 
fact, most people do not imagine and instead rock and sway like kelp in the ocean’s 
current. Our general human inclination is to “go along to get along”. We concede to 
cycles of tactful silence, withdrawal from information cycles, and carefully selected 
circles of peers who reinforce our perceptions of the world. It is a rare thing to seek 
awareness of the world beyond those circles, and even more rare to stand against the 
social currents that assume our complacency in their daily flow.

con’t on p.5
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The Feast of Saint Mary falls on August 15. In the past we have marked this feast 
with festive worship and a history of various receptions or lunch gatherings either after 
all worship services or between them. 

This year, the 15th is on a Thursday, making the preceding Wednesday the eve of 
our maternal feast. It feels appropriate to celebrate our founding in the spirit of our 
family gatherings which have generated so much energy and connection within our 
community.

I invite you to join in celebrating Mother Mary and our founding on Wednesday 
Evening, the 14th. For our meal, I invite you to bring your favorite dishes to share. 
Supplementing our offerings will be a sampling of some of our supper dishes from the 
Wednesday family suppers as a foretaste of our renewal of those weekly suppers in the 
coming weeks.

All are invited to join in decorating a community art project that will serve as our 
altar frontal on Sunday. Children are especially invited to this activity. In this way 
Sunday will serve as a continuation of our annual feast as it has in years past.

Wednesday worship will be different from our weekly healing service, and those 
details are still being worked out. I very much hope to see you all on Wednesday, August 
14th, as we celebrate our past and continuing life together her at Saint Mary’s.

In addition to our St. Mary’s celebration, we will also bless our children’s 
backpacks to give them a great start to the new school year.  Robert+

The Feast of our Matriarch Saint Mary

Cleaning up the Church Kitchen
    We are on a mission to de-clutter  and 
organize the kitchen.  If you think you might 
have left something after a potluck, please 
stop by and check M - F, 8:00 to 5;00 and 
Sundays after church.
    At the beginning of September, we will 
need to get rid of  some things.

www.stmaryseldorado.org
    The website is under construction.  As 
of now, the items are available:  
clickable weekly Sunday readings; 
ability to tithe online; the Calendar, and 
the Magnificat.  A routine will soon be in 
place to make sure it is updated once a 
week.  Thanks for your patience.

EYC & All God’s Kids Startup

All God's Kids and EYC will be starting up their fall programs in September.  All 
God's Kids kickoff will be on September 4 and EYC will be meeting on the following 
Sunday, September 8.  
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Bill McLean
Carol, William, Julia, and 

Michael McLemore
Tandy and Allyson Menefee
Tammy and Calvin Michael

Mary Millard
Helena Milner

Roseanne Morris
Mickey and Diane Murfee
Kermit and Jennifer Parks

Marc and Patti Parnell

August Birthdays

3 Vange Lawrence
Connie Tarver

4 Roger Lawson
6 Jan Bilo
7 Max Barrow
8 Tori Deal

Virginia Ray Ellzey
Teddi Gale
Larry Tucker

11 Sam Richardson III
13 Oliver George

Jim Yates
15 Vicki Badgley
16 Barbara Reynolds
17 Olivia Barrow
19 Jordan Tribble
20 Donnie Clayton

Lucy Reynolds
21 Katie Harwell

Gloria Byrd:  Jeanne Baumgardner,  Wendy & Ronald Turner, Susan Eschenbrenner, 
Richard Cook, Margaret Morgan, Tombo Watts, Sylvia Henley, Fr. Bob Allen, 
Barbara Robertson, Jan White, Connie Tarver
Jim Byrd:  Jan White
    

MEMORIALS

The Daughters of the 
King will pray for every 

family in the Parish 
during the course of the 

year.

August 4

Proper 13

107:1-9,43 Hosea 11:1-11
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

August 11

Proper 14

50:1-8,
     23-24

Isaiah 1:1,10-20
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

August 18

Proper 15

80:1-2,
     8-18

Isaiah 5:1-7
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

August 25

Proper 16

71:1-6 Jeremiah 1:4-10
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

Sunday Readings for August
Year C

Revised Common Lectionary (RCL)

Sunday Psalm Readings

August Prayer List
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           The Daughters of the King are 
           hosting a 10-week book study on
           Mondays during the noon hour in 
           St. Columba, beginning September 
16th.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  The 
book for the study is In His Image (10 Ways 
God Calls Us to Reflect His Character) by 
Jen Wilkin.  It can be purchased online at 
Amazon or ordered through Jefferson Street 
Books.  If you’d like to join in, please come 
to the first meeting prepared to discuss 
chapter one, 
“God Most Holy”.  We look
 forward to joining with 
others in study and 
fellowship.  

Unfortunately for our desired comfort, Jesus constantly pushes against such social 
currents that structure, define, and divide the world in which we live. To follow Jesus is 
to be challenged to seek not comfort, but the Kingdom of God that is often quite 
different from the social currents that push against us. Swimming upstream against 
worldly currents demands as much energy from us as does combatting the forces of 
nature for the dogs who roam my backyard. The difference is that our resistance against 
the overwhelming forces of the human condition demands our awareness. We face the 
difficult task of knowing what pushes against us in our calling and choosing to work 
upstream anyway. We know that selfishness, greed, hatred, fear, desire, discrimination, 
judgement, and objectification rule our world, and still we are called to be generous, 
loving, courageous, hospitable, while seeking the face of Christ in all whom we meet. 
Such a calling is overwhelming. The comfort that we do find in the midst of our labor is 
that the God of Love is working in us to do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
We have only to step out the door with excitement and enthusiasm for what God is doing 
in and through us one act, moment, or day at a time. When we do so, we walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus, trusting that we do not walk alone.

Yours in Christ, Robert+

con’t from pg.1

“Life is this simple. We are living in a 
world that is absolutely transparent and 
the divine is shining through it all the 
time. This is not just a nice story or a 
fable. This is true.”  Thomas Merton

                        All men are invited to join 
                        the Brotherhood of St. 
                        Andrew gatherings every 
                        2nd Thursday of the month. 
They are just beginning a new Bible Study 
on the Book of Acts so it’s a great time to 
join. Gatherings are usually held at St. 
Mary’s at 5:30. Contact the church office 
for more info.  

Learning
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EYC in Belize

Vacation Bible School

Summer Family Fun
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Staff

Fr. Robert
Wetherington

Rector
228.365.1633

Becky Choate
Administrative Assistant

Mary Millard
Media Assistant

Walter Hale
Parish Minister of Music

Betsy Baumgarten
Christian Formation Coordinator

Bob Lolley
Sexton

Robin Deal
Nursery

Vestry Members
Scott Simpson

Senior Warden

Martin Machen
Junior Warden

Donnie Clayton
Art Toepel

Bubba Robertson
Don Williams

Alexandra Bell
Dominick Marino
Charlene Frisby
Katie Harwell
Katie Inman

Robbie Riddle

Other officers:
Heather McGarity, Treas.

Becky Choate, Asst. Treas.
Sandra Pugh, Clerk

Contact Information
Parish Office:  870.863.7064

Office Hours
Mon.-Thur., 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Fri.  9:00 am - Noon
Website

www.stmaryseldorado.org
Emails

stmaryseldorado@gmail.com
stmarysmediaassistant@gmail.com

Worship Schedule
Sunday
  8:00 am    Holy Eucharist, Rite I
  9:00 am    Adult Sunday School
 10:00 am   Children’s Sunday School
 10:00 am   Holy Eucharist, Rite II
 Wednesday 
   5:30 pm    Public Service of Healing

O God, you have taken to yourself the blessed Virgin 
Mary, mother of your incarnate Son: Grant that we, 
who have been redeemed by his blood, may share 

with her the glory of your eternal kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

St. Mary’s Day  August 15, 2019

6


